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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Numaoka (US 2001 / 0038386) in view of Kaji (US 6,501,568) and Minoru 
(JP 2000-202162). 

As to claim 1 , Numaoka discloses a storage medium for storing an image 
generating program which causes a computer to generate a display image used 
for displaying a plurality of objects placed in a two-dimensional or three- 
dimensional virtual space ([0004], lines 13-21; Figure 1), wherein the image 
generating program causes the computer to function as: database storing 
means for storing data of the objects (Figure 1, element 12); position storing 
means for storing positions of the objects in the virtual space (Figure 1 , 
elements 6 and 7); barycenter determination means for determining a 
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barycenter of the objects based on the data and the positions of the objects 
(Figure 1, elements 5 and 8); and display image generating means for 
generating a display image (Figure 1; [0020] thru [0027]). 

Numaoka discloses a 3-D object space database for storing data about the 
object to be acquired by the virtual camera to be used to produce a 3-D 
resultant image to be displayed [0027]. Numaoka differs from the invention 
defined in claim 1 in that Numaoka do not disclose "weights" of an object. 
Numaoka also does not expressly disclose the barycenter lies in approximately 
a center of the display image. 

Kaji discloses objects having an "attention degree" which is determined based 
on numerous factors such as distance from camera, size, etc. (column 4, line 
10 thru column 5, line 3). Therefore, "weight" is interpreted as "attention 
degree." Kaji disclose a storing means for storing weights (column 3, lines 25- 
28). 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Numaoka 's 3-D game system with Kaji's "weights" of 
objects in a 3-D virtual space to determine a level of focus on a particular 
object so that the particular object can be displayed correctly within the 3-D 
space among other objects to create a more realistic and balanced scene. 
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Minora et al. disclose the barycenter lies in approximately a center of the 
display image (Drawing 6: Minora terms "barycenter" as "center-of-gravity 
point"). 

It is obvious that the barycenter lies in the center of the image since by 
definition "barycenter" is the point between two objects where they balance 
each other. Also, barycenter relates to the center of gravity. 

As to claim 2, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minora disclose the storage 
medium wherein an object to be displayed preferentially has a heavier weight 
than other objects (Kaji, the object having a heavier "weight" is considered the 
target object; Figure 2 shows Object B with the highest attention degree; see 
also Figure 3 where Object B is closer than Objects A and C). 

As to claim 3, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minora disclose the storage 
medium wherein a heaviest weight is assigned to a player character which is 
operable by a player with operation means (Kaji, column 3, lines 10-21 notes 
player to operate game; column 4, lines 10 thru column 5, line 3 note how 
weights are assigned to objects; it would be obvious that a main player 
character would have a higher weight in comparison to other objects or players 
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since the focus on a screen is more on that player). 

As to claim 4, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein a level of importance is previously provided for each object 
(Kaji, column 5, lines 14-18; NOTE: the "attention degree" is also considered 
"level of importance" since the attention degree is based on a number of factors 
noted in column 4, line 10 thru column 5, line 3), and the image generating 
program further causes the computer to function as weight associating means 
for assigning a heavier weight to the object for which a higher level of 
importance is provided compared to other objects (Kaji, Figure 2 shows Object 
B with the highest attention degree; Figure 3 shows Object B is closer than 
Objects A and C). 

As to claim 5, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein a weight equal to or greater than a sum of weights of objects 
other than the player character is dynamically assigned to the player character 
(Kaji, Figure 2 notes the "attention degree" is greater than the weights of the 
other Objects). 

As to claim 6, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein, as the barycenter determination means (Numaoka, Figure 1 , 
elements 5 and 8), the image generating program causes the computer to 
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determine a barycenter of objects placed within a predetermined area, which is 
a portion of the virtual space (Numaoka, Figure 2; Kaji, Figure 4). 

As to claim 7, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein if a barycenter determined by the barycenter determination 
means lies outside a predetermined allowable limit which is centered around 
specific one object of the plurality of objects, the image generating program 
causes the computer, as the display image generating means, to generate a 
display image in which an intersection point of a line segment connecting the 
barycenter and the specific one object and an outer edge of the allowable limit 
lies in approximately a center of the display image (Kaji, Figure 3; column 6, 
lines 1-15). 

As to claim 8, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein the virtual space is a three-dimensional virtual space (Kaji, 
column 1, lines 31-32; Numaoka, [0004], line 13-15), and the image generating 
program causes the computer, as the display image generating means, to 
generate a display image using a virtual camera whose sight point is the 
barycenter (Numaoka, [0023] thru [0027]; Minoru, Drawing 6). 

As to claim 9, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein a weight of specific one object of the plurality of objects 
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changes in accordance with a position of the virtual camera (Kaji, column 4, 
line 10 thru column 5, line 3; Numaoka, Figure 2; Minoru, [0040] thru [0043]). 

As to claim 10, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein the closer a distance between the virtual camera and the sight 
point becomes, the heavier a weight of the specific one object becomes (Kaji, 
column 5, line 26 thru column 6, line 29). 

As to claim 11, Numaoka modified with Kaji and Minoru disclose the storage 
medium wherein the virtual space is a three-dimensional space (Kaji, column 
1, lines 31-32; Numaoka, [0004], line 13-15), and the image generating 
program causes the computer, as the display image generating means, to 
generate a display image by bringing the sight point of a virtual camera closer 
to the barycenter determined by the barycenter determination means at a 
constant rate (Numaoka, [0023] thru [0027]; Kaji, column 6, lines 15). 

As to claim 12, Numaoka discloses a game device for generating a display 
image used for displaying a plurality of objects placed in a two-dimensional or 
three-dimensional virtual space, comprising: database storing means for 
storing data of the objects (Figure 1, element 12); position storing means for 
storing positions of the objects in the virtual space (Figure 1, elements 6 and 
7); barycenter determination means for determining a barycenter of the objects 
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based on the data and the positions of the objects (Figure 1, elements 5 and 8); 
and display image generating means for generating a display image in which 
the barycenter lies in approximately a center of the display image (Figure 1 ; 
[0020] thru [0027]). 

Numaoka discloses a 3-D object space database for storing data about the 
object to be acquired by the virtual camera to be used to produce a 3-D 
resultant image to be displayed [0027]. Numaoka differs from the invention 
defined in claim 12 in that Numaoka do not disclose "weights" of an object. 
Numaoka also does not expressly disclose the barycenter lies in approximately 
a center of the display image. 

Kaji discloses objects having an "attention degree" which is determined based 
on numerous factors such as distance from camera, size, etc. (column 4, line 
10 thru column 5, line 3). Therefore, "weight" is interpreted as "attention 
degree." Kaji disclose a storing means for storing weights (column 3, lines 25- 
28). 

It would be have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Numaoka 's 3-D game system with Kaji's "weights" of 
objects in a 3-D virtual space to determine a level of focus on a particular 



Application/ Control Page 9 

Number: 10/820,057 
Art Unit: 2628 

object so that the particular object can be displayed correctly within the 3-D 
space among other objects to create a more realistic and balanced scene. 

Minora et al. disclose the barycenter lies in approximately a center of the 
display image (Drawing 6: Minora terms "barycenter" as "center-of-gravity 
point"). 

It is obvious that the barycenter lies in the center of the image since by 
definition "barycenter" is the point between two objects where they balance 
each other. Also, barycenter relates to the center of gravity. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to JACINTA CRAWFORD whose 
telephone number is (571)270-1539. The examiner can normally be reached 
on M-F 8:00a.m. - 5:00p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272-7794. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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